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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Ukraine Support 

• Golf Outing 

• Photo Album 

• Miscellaneous items 

 

Upcoming Events 

July 

07/12 Membership Mtg – SJN 

07/16 Wine Tasting 

07/18 Golf Outing 

 

August 

08/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

08/02 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

08/09 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

September 

09/05 Ladies Auxiliary 

09/06 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

09/13 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

My daughter spent the 4th of July by the ocean in North Carolina with 

a handful of friends, one of which is from Highland Park. I heard about 

the Highland Park shooting from my daughter (through my wife). A 

friend of the friend lost her mother that day. Shootings like this seem 

to happen every other week and though this one is physically and emotionally closer 

to home, we appear to move on to other things a bit too easily. The intense pain of 

that young adult losing a parent in such a fashion is diluted through my daughter’s 

friend, and then my daughter, and then to me. And then to you. My sadness turns to 

anger and not just because some malcontent a few suburbs away ruined my fireworks 

at Pottawatomi Park. These shootings erode trust and community. 

 

Some blame the gun laws, video games, mental illness, or bad parenting. Although I 

blame the individual, all of those other things contribute. There is a true need for a 

reasonable discussion of who should be allowed to have a gun. It is not everybody and 

it is not nobody. We can start with drug-using 21 year old high school drop-outs with 

neck tattoos and a history of anti-social behavior. Video games are just part of the 

wider media. I have to admit that I enjoy an action movie with a bit of gunplay. I root 

for the good guy but the images of violence are still there. Does this desensitize me 

when real shootings occur? How good are we at separating fantasy (games and 

movies) from reality? Mental illness is certainly an issue in all these attacks on random 

innocent people. The younger generation certainly has a problem with depression and 

drugs. According to one report, over 10% of youth (ages 12 to 17) have severe major 

depression that affects normal functioning. Keeping children isolated from each other 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 2 of 11 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

Council Officers 

Grand 

Knight 

Greg 

Sengstock 

Chaplain TBD 

Deputy 

Grand 

Knight 

Stan 

Walczynski 

Chancellor Jeff Ricketts 

Recorder open 

Financial 

Secretary 
open 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 

Guard David Richter 

Trustee 

(3 Year) 
Gary Stopka 

Trustee 

(2 Year) 
Hank Brill 

Trustee 

(1 Year) 

Paul 

Clementi 

District 

Deputy 
Gary Stopka 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  
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doesn’t help. Abandoning the institutional structures that give people a sense of 

purpose doesn’t help either. Experts explain that most school shootings are an act of 

suicide that is extended into homicide. 70% of mass shootings start or entirely occur 

in homes and are thus extreme acts of domestic violence. Those that attack strangers 

are accustomed to violence in the home. 

All of this could be described as elements of our current culture. What is missing is a 

strong family life. What is missing 

is a respect for life. What is 

missing is personal responsibility. 

What is missing is God. Culture is 

difficult to change but it starts with 

small actions in a positive 

direction. It is up to each of us. I 

expect that I am “preaching to the 

choir”. Be more involved with your 

children’s or grandchildren’s lives. 

Insist on responsibility and 

consistently bring them to church. 

Get to know their friends. Provide 

a stable and nurturing example of family life. Teach them about your family history as 

a foundation for a sense of connectedness. Guide them to find their life’s purpose. 

Hint: it is not necessarily to be a doctor or architect, it is likely to be a loving father or 

mother, a servant to others, or simply a respected member of a community. The 

ultimate goal or sense of purpose in life is to be loving admitted into heaven. Do 

something positive today and plan something positive tomorrow. 

I’m still worried that my righteous indignation of the 4th of July shooting will fade. Did 

I do anything of value in response to any of the other shooting incidents? But my 

greater fear is that this instance of random violence will make a negative impact in the 

trust and cohesiveness of our society. Will I have to wait in a metal detector line and 

take my shoes off at next year’s fireworks display? 

 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
Father Kladar has moved on and we are in need of a new Council Chaplain. With this 

absence, I will promote one of my sources of inspiration and understanding of Catholic 

teaching: Bishop Barron. If you have not had an opportunity to hear his insights, I 

encourage you to watch his videos. They can be seen here: 

www.youtube.com/user/wordonfirevideo/videos. Bishop Robert Barron can be 

described as an intellectual and theologian that can extract the deep meaning in the 

bible. Watching Bishop Barron’s Sunday Sermon with your family before or after Mass 

is a great way to provide wisdom for our mature children (it 

will go over the heads of younger children). I can’t say that I 

have followed this advice with my son, but my wife and I tend 

to watch the Sunday Sermon together. Perhaps this could be a 

weekly practice that becomes a treasured tradition. 

Greg 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

Wishing everyone a Happy 4th of July and an enjoyable  

and safe summer. 
 

 

 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” Second 

Corinthians, 3:17  

Five Ladies Auxiliary members – Lois Mielke, Carol Merrill, Mary Gorski, Peggy 

Mular and Donna Fike, with some much-appreciated assistance from Mike Zak and 

Nic Franc, spent the morning of June 7 giving the kitchen at Crane Road a much-

needed deep-down cleaning It took all morning, and then they were treated to a 

nice lunch prepared by Mary Gorski. Thank you one and all. 

 

 

Save the Date! The Ladies’ Auxiliary will be having a fundraising 

Bingo night at Riverside Banquets in Geneva on Thursday, September 

29. This promises to be a wonderful and fun- filled evening!  
 

 

Installation of new Officers: The following officers for 2022-2023 were installed on June 6. 

President: Caroline Ehmann  Trustee: Doris Braddock 

Vice-president: Kimberley Haag  Trustee: Donna Baum 

Treasurer: Ann DeMartino  Trustee: Carla Weeks 

Secretary: Janet Holmgren  

 

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

June 16, 2022 

  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and 

helping others? Remember to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Celeste Marc 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 4 of 11 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

SUPPORT THE GOLF OUTING WITH A FREE WINE TASTING 
 

Join us at the Wine Exchange on Saturday July 16th and support our 

“Never Give Up on Life” golf event! 

The Wine Exchange in St Charles (1 Illinois Street) has once again 

generously allowed the Knights to participate in their weekly wine 

tasting event from 4:00 to 6:00. Come out and enjoy a free wine 

tasting and consider buying a bottle or two to support the golf event. 

Stay for some of their great food and music after the tasting. It will be 

a great evening of fellowship and fun. 

 

“NEVER GIVE UP ON LIFE” GOLF OUTING 
 

Our 23rd annual golf outing at Elgin Country Club is upon 

us! All proceeds from the golf outing go directly to 

Corbella Clinic.  Golf registrations are now full! 

 

Other ways to help: 

1. Attend the Knights’ FREE wine tasting on Sat July 16, 

from 4pm – 7pm at the Wine Exchange in St. 

Charles, sample some wines and donate a bottle of 

wine to our golf outing. 

2. Be a volunteer at the wine tasting - go to the Council website activities tab and sign up, 

www.kofc12497.com. 

3. We still need wine, liquor and golf balls to be used as golfer prizes; please bring to the next 

Council meeting on Tuesday July 12, 7pm at SJN. If you cannot attend but would like to 

make a donation, contact Fred Karl @ 847-373-2922 or ftkarl@sbcglobal.net and he can pick 

up the donation. 

4. There are still a few volunteer slots open for the day of event activities, at our activity signup 

page: kofc12497.com/?page_id=74.   

5. Please pray for good weather. 

6. Remember 100% of outing proceeds support the Pro-Life ministry of Corbella Clinic. 

 

Any golf inquiries can be directed to Fred Karl, cell: 847-373-2922 or email: 

ftkarl@sbcglobal.net. 

Remember - “The most rewarding things you do in life are often the ones that look 

like they cannot be done."  

‒ Arnold Palmer 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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ASSISTANCE NEEDED WITH SJN GARAGE BUILD 
 

Don your toolbelt and join us for a weekend (or two) of 

light construction work. We will meet in the west 

parking lot of St. John Neumann on Saturday, July 23rd 

at 9:15a (after the 8:30 Mass) and work until everyone 

is too tired, the project is finished, or 3:30 pm, 

whichever comes first. Assuming we don’t finish, we 

will also work on Sunday, July 24th at 11:45a (after the 

10:30 Mass). Watch for a Flocknote to see if we need to 

repeat on the weekend of July 30th and 31st. Wood 

studs, roof trusses, sheathing, nails, and shingles will be 

dropped off on Thursday so no shopping required. What should I bring you ask? A hammer, work gloves, step ladder, 

drill / driver, level, and a sunny disposition will be handy but the last item is all that is required. We have a few guys 

that puportedly know what they are doing so don’t worry if you have no construction experience. We are also looking 

for a few people to provide lunch / refreshments for the hammer swingers. Go to the Activity page and sign-up on our 

website: www.kofc12497.com/?page_id=74.  

St. PAT’S PARISH PICNIC! 
 

Sign up to help with the St. Patrick’s Parish picnic to be held at Lincoln Park 

(across from the downtown church) on September 10th. Setup will start at 

3:00 with the picnic starting at 5:00. We need people to set up, grill burgers 

and dogs, sell wristbands for beer and food, and to cleanup after the picnic 

ends at 8:00. This is a popular event with live music, games, and an outdoor 

Mass. See the council sign-up page at: www.kofc12497.com/?page_id=74.  

 

 

COUGARS GAME 
 

Mark your calendars for an afternoon at the ballpark on August 21st at 1:00 with 

parishioners from St. Pat’s and St. John Neumann parishes. Group ticket sales 

will support the Knights of Columbus’ led Mercy for the Starving. You can 

purchase tickets on St. Pat’s website at: 

www.stpatrickparish.org/events/cougars-baseball-game.  

We are starting to plan for next year’s food packing event. If you are interested in helping plan the event, email Paul 

Braddock at trombone_55@yahoo.com.  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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CONGRATULATIONS, KNIGHT(S) OF THE MONTH 
 

We wish to thank our recent Knight of the Month awardees who 

were recognized at recent membership meetings. 

 

Tony Jakaitis was our March awardee for his work on the Mercy 

For The Starving event. 

 

Paul Braddock (photo, right along with DGK Stan Walczynski) was 

our April awardee for the Easter Egg Hunt and so much more.  

 

Our June awardee was Mark Schaefer (photo, left), for his work 

as our new Membership Director and all around helpfulness. 

 

Our events can be successful only with sufficient numbers of 

volunteers, and dedicated efforts of event coordinators.  We 

thank and honor all of these brother Knights for their cheerful 

charitable service – the core of our council’s existence. 

 

4TH DEGREE NEWS 
 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we 

have an offer for you.  In order to increase our Council 

support of the 4th Degree mission, we encourage you to take 

advantage of the rebates currently offered to those who 

purchase a complete uniform.  To show our Councils 

support, we are offering a $200 rebate when you purchase a 

complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree Marquette 

Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your uniform purchase.   Take advantage of this great offer 

while it lasts.  Contact GK Greg Sengstock, FS Bill Roth or DD Gary Stopka for more information or how to receive 

your rebates. Be a visible symbol of the Patriotic Degree during religious ceremonies and in the community. 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our Membership Director, has committed to saying a rosary for you on your 

birthday. He has a list of current members and their birthdays.  So when your special day rolls 

around this year, know that you are being prayed for.   

 

Thank you Mark! 
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

The world quickly forgets tragic events. Even though the immediate threat to the largest city and capitol of Ukraine has 

eased, there is still a great refugee crisis within Ukraine and surrounding countries. Their economy has been destroyed 

on top of the complete physical destruction of their eastern cities. As an organization with Charity as our first principle, 

we are constantly asking our members and the community at large for financial support. Although there is little each of 

us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity illustrates that together we can achieve great things. Our 

fundraising page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up to 

work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least double 

that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word.  

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

Soon we will add this information to our website for easier reference. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

Some photos follow from our June membership meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Outgoing District Deputy and 

generally outstanding Catholic 

gentleman, Keith Williams 

 

A portion of our elected officers for 2022-2023,  

along with our DD Keith Williams 
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